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Digital payment makes travel policies more flexible 
 
Business travel with “sharing economy” // Generation Y on business trips: Thanks to digital 
payment now in the “sharing economy”  

 

Neu-Isenburg,  06. October 2016 – Generation Y and their habits are increasingly determining corporate 

culture. Tech-savvy, flexible, independent and less hierarchical-minded employees expect a working 

environment that reflects their private preferences and habits, from hardware to HR management. 

 

With regard to business travel, this is often difficult due to strict guidelines – there it says conventional rent-

a-car instead of car-sharing and plastic credit cards instead of the usual payment app. “Behind that lies the 

understandable need of the travel management for data and costs that are as transparent as possible,” 

said Mario Zorn, Associate Director Virtual & Mobile Payment at AirPlus. “We believe that digital payment 

solutions can offset the conflict between individual services, on the one hand, and compliance and cost 

control, on the other. The catalyst for this trend is the growth in payment by mobile telephone.” 

 

Conventional corporate cards are charged to an employee’s individual account. Payment is reimbursed by 

the company on the basis of the travel expense report – which means that only after the trip has been 

completed can an expense be checked to see if it complied with travel policy or not.  

 

“Virtual credit cards” are used to make digital payments. A onetime credit card number is generated for a 

specific purpose and used to make the payment. Thus, when the number is issued, it is already 

guaranteed that the payment complies with the company travel policy. 

 

The travel management can flexibly stipulate the conditions for such onetime card numbers, such as with 

regard to the recipient, the amount or the time the payment is to be made. “This way sharing economy 

services can also be included, without having to forgo compliance or transparency,” concluded Zorn. 

 

 

 

About AirPlus International: 

AirPlus is a leading international provider of solutions for the day-to-day management of business travel. More than 46,500 
corporate clients count on AirPlus for the payment and analysis of their business trip costs. Products and services are marketed 
worldwide under the AirPlus International brand. The AirPlus Company Account is the most successful central bill account based 
on UATP. More information is available at www.airplus.com. 
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